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Village 21  
Bairnsdale



We acknowledge the Gunaikurnai as the 
Traditional Custodians of the Country 

within which this project resides. We pay 
our deepest respects to Elders past and 

present. 

We extend that respect to all Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples involved 

in this project at all stages of its design, 
construction and inhabitation.
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Village 21 Preston
Concept
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Village 21 Preston
Outcome
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Village 21 Moorumbina Mongurnallin
Outcome
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What can be changed?
Landscape

V21 Preston V21 Moorumbina Mongurnallin

Soft planting  
- types, height, 
position, density

Fencing  
- security, privacy, 
permeability

Hardscape 
- materials, texture, 
colour, variation

Features 
- gathering space, 
seating, artwork 
opportunity, canopy/
shading, etc.
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What can be changed?
Dwelling

V21 Preston V21 Moorumbina Mongurnallin

Timber selection 
- feature around 
doors & windows

Pod cladding colour 
- from Colorbond range  
(all pods consistent)

Internal finishes 
- carpet & vinyl 
pattern or colour
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WATER YULUDARLA

Yildaan

Guunu

Guluuna

Bindarray 

Mayala 

Jagun 

What can be changed?
DwellingInternal finishes 

Custom carpet design - 
e.g. collaboration with an 
Indigenous artist

Carpet design collaboration 
featuring the designs of Brentyn 
Lugnan, a Gumbaynggirr artist 
from Urunga on the NSW mid-
north coast.



9

Bairnsdale Site
372 Main St Bairnsdale

51m

20m
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What could Village 21 
look like here?

Existing shed 
- potential for 
reuse, repurpose 
with a mural

Existing building
- repurpose salvaged 
materials from demolished 
house

- what are the stories 
about this site and its 
neighbours?

Bairnsdale Site
372 Main St Bairnsdale



Opportunities for Engagement with  
Aboriginal Custodians
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What are the ways the 
built environment can be 

culturally enriched?



- indigenous varieties for 
general landscape

- indigenous varieties for 
cultural practice 

- veggie garden & edible native 
foods

- fruit trees 

- chook shed

- integrating elements specific 
to region

- masterplan basketball hoop/
surface for future staging

Landscape Opportunities
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- reuse of existing shed, 
repurposing materials from 
demolished house

- establish unique identities 
for modules through marking/
burning of timber reveals

- undercover area outside 
communal studio for expanded 
indoor/outdoor activity

- colours of modules can 
be altered to sit better with 
colours of Country and 
landscape design

- Bench seating opportunities

Built Environment Opportunities
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- investigate fabrics for 
furniture by Indigenous 
designers

- moveable fire pit for events 
around dancing circle

- permanent fire pit for 
gathering space near modules

Furniture Opportunities



Opportunities for Engagement with  
Aboriginal Custodians
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- signage for  
Welcome to Country / 

Acknowledgement of Country

- signage & naming of the village

- signage & naming of individual 
modules

- signage for specific cultural 
elements or names

- general landscape advice

- specific local varieties that can 
be planted for cultural programs 

& education?

- any advice on restoring natural 
ecology

- list of local artists 
for mural/artworks

- types of cultural programs 
that would be relevant  to V21 & 
what would need to change to 

support this? 



Level 7 Cannons House 
12-20 Flinders Lane 
Melbourne, VIC 3000 
+61 3 9654 4955

info@nharchitecture.net 

nharchitecture.net


