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The Young Fellas Gathering at GEGAC on May 21 was the 
first in what will be an ongoing series of events specifically 
for young men in community. 

Four-Year-Old Kindy 
to Expand to Four 
Days-a-Week at Dala
There’s some great news for local families 
in our community with the announcement 
that Dala Yooro Kindergarten at GEGAC will 
add another day of kindergarten for 4-year-
olds in 2026. 

The new schedule for 4-year-olds starting 
Term 1, 2026 will be:

•	 Monday, 9am to 3pm

•	 Tuesday, 9am to 3pm  

•	 Wednesday, 9am to 3pm

•	 Thursday, 9am to 3pm 

This expands 4-year-old kindy to 24 hours 
per week, up from 15 hours per week 
currently.  3-year-old kindy will remain at 15 
hours per week. 

Spots Available for Three-Year-Olds
Are you the parent or carer of a child turning 
3 next year?

Dala Yooro Kindergarten is now taking 
Expressions of Interest for children to join 
our kinder program for 3-year-olds in 2026.

Children must turn 3 before April 30, 2026, 
to be eligible for 3-year-old kinder.

Dala Yooro provides 15 hours of free kinder 
a week, with classes on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 9am – 2pm.

If you’re planning on sending your child to 
kinder next year, or if you want to learn 
more, please fill out the Expressions of 
Interest form at gegac.org.au/early-years/

Parents and carers who fill out the 
Expressions of Interest form 
will be the first to be notified 
when enrolments open later in 
the year.

New Young Fellas Gathering 
Calls for More On-Country, 
Cultural Excursions
Wednesday, May 21 was a massive occasion for GEGAC 
and community, with the first ever GEGAC Young Fellas 
Gathering held here at Dalmahoy Street.

Hosted by GEGAC Engagement Officers Peter Harrison and 
Zac Stewart, the aim of the gathering was to give young men in 
community a space to contribute their ideas for things GEGAC 
can do to better engage and serve them and their peers. 

And already, some clear suggestions have emerged. 

“There was a real interest in organising some on-country 
activities,” Peter said. “Things like fishing trips, camping, 
bushwalks – all the fellas were really keen to provide more 
opportunities to get out on country.” 

As a result, a fishing excursion for young men was held on 
Friday, June 20.

“Hopefully this is just the beginning,” he said. “We want to 
continue bringing young fellas together to share their ideas 
and make good things happen.” 

Keep an eye out for this, and other deadly things happening at 
GEGAC, at gegac.org.au/events

If you’d like to contact Peter Harrison or Zac Stewart about 
events for young people, you can call 5150 0700 or email 
CulturalTeam@gegac.org.au



We get it. 

It’s not always easy to find time for your health. 

But did you know that GEGAC’s Dental Service team 
offers before- and after-hours appointments for 
people who can’t make it in 9am – 5pm? 

For community members like Ronald Cockerill, 
that means being able to make time for a dental 
appointment while also being able to drop his son off 
at school and get to work in the arvo. 

It was great to see Ronald earlier this month when he 
came in at 8am for a filling. 

“It was no drama,” he said. “No pain or anything. I see 
Doctor Gary and I’m in and out in about 30 minutes. 
Too easy.” 

Ronald has been taking advantage of the early 
morning appointments for about two or three years 
now, having a regular check-up, and taking care of any 
problems with his teeth before they get too serious. 

“Because of that he’s in great dental health, and you 
can see his beautiful smile,” said GEGAC’s Dental 
Coordinator Judy-Anne Alexander (or “JA” as you 
probably know her.) 

Since July 1 last year, our Dental Services team 

has seen more than 1,560 people across 2,753 
appointments. 

That includes more than 240 children across 335 
appointments. 

To learn more about GEGAC dental services or to 
make an appointment just call or text the Dental 
Clinic directly on 0437 613 498, or email 
dental.reception@gegac.org.au

GEGAC Dental patient Ronald Cockerill with 
our Senior Dentist Dr Gary Nowrungsah.

Out-of-Hours Appointments Make It Easier 
for Community to Access to Dental Services

Protect Your Mob This Winter!
Getting your flu shot is about protecting community, 
especially vulnerable ones such as Boorai and Elders. 
If they catch flu, it can be much more serious for them. 
Protect your mob this winter by getting the flu shot. 

It's easy to do - just call GEGAC's Aboriginal Health 
Team on 5150 0760 (or freecall 1800 844 945) and 
ask about getting your flu shot.

Get Easy Text Notifications About 
Community and Cultural Events!
There’s heaps of deadly stuff happening at GEGAC 
at the moment (like the Community Garden Activity 
Day last month, pictured below), and we don’t want 
you to miss a thing.

It’s easy to stay in the know with GEGAC’s text 
message notifications.

Just go to gegac.org.au/events, leave your mobile 
number in the form at the top of the page, and we’ll 
send you a text to notify you about new community 
and cultural activities! Too easy!



GEGAC’s Aunty May Pearce, Josh Tuiono, Noma Johnson 
and Kenton Winsley meet with the Governor-General of 
Australia Sam Mostyn at GEGAC on June 10.

The Governor-General of Australia, Her Excellency 
the Honourable Sam Mostyn AC, visited GEGAC 
on June 10, beginning her day with a tour of the 
Krowathunkooloong Keeping Place. 

She was accompanied by GEGAC CEO Kenton 
Winsley, Deputy CEO and Executive Director of 
Culture Joshua Tuiono, Chief Operating Officer 
Noma Johnson, and Senior Manager of Culture 
Aunty May Pearce. 

During the visit, Aunty May and Josh shared the 
significance of the Keeping Place as a living centre of 
community memory. 

“These are not just museum pieces,” Josh explained. 
“They are the stories of our families, of our 
community. It’s a story that is continuing to be told.” 

Following the Keeping Place tour, the Governor-
General visited GEGAC’s Primary Healthcare Centre 
and Dental Services. 

Kenton used the opportunity to advocate for 
increased funding for prevention-focused healthcare 
and culturally-safe mental health services. 

“We need long-term investment to 
help keep our people well,” he said. 
“Prevention is key, and culturally 
appropriate mental health services 
are essential to community 
healing.”

“We Need Long-Term Investment to Help Keep 
Our People Well”
GEGAC’s Advocacy Continues 
with Governor-General Visit



NAIDOC Week

July 6 - 13

For all the info about 
our NAIDOC events, 
go to our website: 
gegac.org.au/NAIDOC

GEGAC ON COUNTRY

July 17, August 7 & 14, September 11

Fishing trips, walks and cultural excursions. 
Call or text Scott King on 0499 834 694.

More info at gegac.org.au/events

MEN’S FITNESS SESSIONS

Tuesdays 12:15 – 1pm at R U Fit Bairnsdale 
(except during holidays.)

Free fitness workouts for fellas of all fitness 
levels. For more info or to arrange transport 
call Dan on 0490 713 281.

LADIES FITNESS SESSIONS

Wednesdays 11:15am – 12pm @ RU Fit 
Bairnsdale (except during holidays.)

All fitness levels. Female trainer, private space.
For more info call the Healthy Lifestyles Team 
on 5150 0700.

YOGA FOR STAFF & COMMUNITY

Mondays at 11am and 1pm (except during 
holidays.) Dala Yooro Cultural Room

For more info: Rhiannon Hayes or Rani Stokell 
on 5150 0700.

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN’S DAY

Monday, August 4

Details to come at gegac.org.au/events

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE WORLD’S 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Saturday, August 9

FOSTER CARERS WEEK

September 14 - 20

Dates

gegac.org.au/events

Did you know our Boorai Supported Playgroup at GEGAC 
is open 5-days-a-week?

That’s fun stuff, cultural activities, learning support, 
health info, kinder gym, story time and just good yarns for 
families with bubs 0 - 3, every day of the week.

For more information, or to enquire about transport, call 
the Boorai team on 5152 0850, or Aunty Rayleen on 
0439 066 052.


